April 19: Wright Field review of ”German aerodynamic studies”

A large number of allied documents on German technical developments during WWII were freely offered, in 1946, to Swedish researchers in the defence industry and defence authorities. One sample of these documents, ”Brief review of German aerodynamic studies”, Air Technical Intelligence Review Report Number F-IR-1-RE is dated 4-19-46, authored by ”Personnel of Air Technical Ingelligence under Command of USSTAF” and distributed by ”Headquarters, Air Material Command, Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio”. [US Classification: Restricted].

The document reports on late August 1945 interviews with a number of German aircraft designers by Dr Francis H. Clauser, Exploitation Division, USSTAF, Douglas Aircraft Co. Clauser first interviewed two young German gentlemen, Mr. Heinemann and Mr. Zacher who have worked in Prien with the Flug-Technische-Fachgruppe, ”a group of engineers, pilots and craftsman that started out as an academic flying group, but during the last year of the war was engaged in the design of a series of flying wings”. A German aerodynamic designer, Dr. Lippisch, had been ”their guiding light”. Lippisch had tested elliptical shaped bodies in wind-tunnel at the end of the war. 













Ideas for triangular-shaped flying wing with elliptical wing surfaces. 

Dr. Clauser, in his skeptical report, refutes some of the young German engineers more wild claims, but also recommends that the group should get Air Force support to test their DM-1, a flying wing glider, ”completely designed and about 95% constructed”, out of a Munich airfield. 

The report also includes interviews with aircraft developers such as professors Georgii, Sänger and Dr. Bredt. Sänger and Bredt had published ”calculations that show that rocket-driven aircraft are capable of travelling more than halfway around the earth”. Dr. Clauser met and had technical discussions with Sänger, Bredt and Georgii in Ainring [near Salzburg, Austria] on August 31, 1945. 

Clauser concludes that ”...a rocket similar to the V-2 but equipped with a reasonable set of wings will have astounding performance regardless of the drag, it it is given a large initial velocity so that the great majority of the fuel is not dissipated ineffectively at low speeds.” 

Source: Report found in Air Administration: The missile weapons bureau. Unregistered documents of historical interest. Series Ö1, volume 9. [War Archives, Stockholm]. 


